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OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
 
Cheers to our monthly social hour!  Coffee and Conversation was this month’s theme 
and it was charged with caffeine and good conversation.  Please join us again in 
January when we plan to have our next social hour! 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF EXCEPTIONAL, DEAF AND INTERPRETER EDUCATION 

 
UNF undergraduates in Exceptional Education 
Samantha Cantanese, Rhianna Willis, and Julie 
Brown, along with Dr. Kristine Webb presented at 
the international Division on Career Development 
and Transition conference in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, November 19-22.  The students' 
presentation, Empowerment, Experience, & Impact:  
A Partnership Between a University and an 
Independent Living Resource Center, described 

teacher candidates' growth in teaching self-determination strategies.  
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In addition, Dr. Webb was honored by Black 
Hills State University President Tom Jackson, 
Jr. with the Excellence in Education Award, a 
recognition of outstanding contributions from 
BHSU alumni. Webb was a BHSU graduate in 
education.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Jackson and Dr. Sherry Shaw 
presented "Authentic Simulations for 
Collaboratively Preparing Nurses and Signed 
Language Interpreters in Higher Education” at 
the Mid-South Educational Research 
Association Annual Meeting, November 5, in 
Mobile, Alabama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Jennifer Renée Kilpatrick traveled to Haiti 
November 10-17.  She conducted observations and 
interviews at Haiti Deaf Academy to assess and 
document progress on their Two Year Growth 
Plan.  Together with Drs. Hannah Dostal and Rachael 
Gabriel (University of Connecticut), she provided 3 
days of professional development (PD) to the teachers 
at the school.  Despite the challenges the teachers at 
HDA face, they consistently demonstrate motivation 
and commitment to improving their practice and 
meeting the needs of their students.  In 3 short years, 

they have made a clear impact in the language acquisition and development and academic 
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achievement of more than 60 deaf children who did 
not have access to language and education before 
HDA opened its doors in October 2013.  While in 
Haiti, Dr. Kilpatrick was also able to meet with the 
Haitian American Caucus to begin a partnership to 
develop a Teacher Summer Institute specifically for 
deaf educators in Haiti.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, LITERACY, AND TESOL 
 

 
In November, Governor Scott sent a letter to Seaside 
Community Charter School congratulating the school 
and included the following information: 
 
Seaside Community Charter School, in its 4th year, ranks 
in top 10% of schools in Florida in 3 categories! 
 

• Ranked #13 out of 3197 schools in Florida! 
• Ranked #9 out of 1796 Elementary schools in Florida! 
• Ranked #7 out of 477 Charter Schools in Florida! 

 
Dr. Katrina Hall wrote the charter application for 
the school, which opened with 90 children in 2013 
at the historic Rhoda L. Martin Cultural Heritage 
Center.  She was awarded a $350,000 federal 
Charter Start-up Grant, which allowed the school to 
implement the research-based model that included 
outdoor learning, art, music, foreign language, 
handwork, yoga, surfing, and of daily recess for 
every student.   Now in its 4th year, SCCS located 
in Mayport and serving prek-grade 5, earned an A 
from the Florida Department of 
Education.  Sharon Sanders, a UNF doctoral 
student, is the school’s learning leader/principal, and welcomes UNF students and interns, as well 
as partnering with UNF on research. She has hired a number of UNF graduates for the teaching 
cadre and as support staff. An application for a K-8 charter school was approved by the Duval 
County School Board in October 2016. Dr. Hall, a lead author on the application, said that the 
board’s intent is to bring the school model to urban and economically disadvantaged areas of 
Jacksonville.  Seaside Community Charter, a not-for-profit 501c3, accepts applications for grades 
prek-5th year round and relies on contributions and grants to support the rich curricular 
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offerings.  Enrollment applications for Seaside K-8 will be accepted beginning in 
November.  More information is on the website www.seasidecharter.org or email Dr. Hall for 
information at khall@unf.edu. 
 

 
Dr. Katrina W. Hall’s tuition-free public charter 
application for Seaside Charter K-8, a Public Waldorf 
inspired model, was unanimously approved in 
November 2016 by the Duval County Public School 
Board to open in August of 2017. UNF graduates who 
are interested in teaching in a developmentally and 
culturally appropriate setting can contact Dr. Hall at 
khall@unf.edu.  
 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Katie Monnin was a Featured Speaker at the 
Science Teacher's Association of Texas in San 
Antonio.  She gave two presentations focusing on 
teaching science-based graphic novels: "Teaching 
Science-based Graphic Novels in Grades K - 
5 Classrooms" and "Teaching Science-based Graphic 
Novels in Grades 6 - 12 Classrooms." 
 
 
 

 
 
ESOL Event Report:  WIDA Implementation in K12 Classrooms: Meeting with DCPS 
WIDA ESOL Specialists 
 

As we prepare for initial discussions 
concerning the implementation of 
WIDA English Language 
Development (ELD) standards 
within the COEHS, ESOL working 
team members and some 
stakeholders met with DCPS WIDA 
ESOL Specialists on Thursday, 
November 10th, between 10:30AM 
and 1PM at UNF. They provided an 
introductory presentation with 
foundational knowledge of the new 

WIDA standards which will lead to next‐step practices for integration within the COEHS. This 
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event was well‐received by the 
participants of both DCPS and UNF, 
and this created a good opportunity to 
strengthen our partnership with 
DCPS. The meeting minutes will be 
shared with the entire College 
community with plans for future 
professional development. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Christine Weber presented two sessions with fellow colleagues at the National Association 
for the Gifted (NAGC) conference in Orlando titled “Lightning Talks: Innovative and 
Collaborative Professional Development Exemplars” and “Imagining the Possibilities: Effective 
Teacher Preparation in Gifted Education.”  

 
Dr. Weber also directed the Graduate Student 
Research Gala at NAGC which provided an 
opportunity for twenty two graduate students to 
receive valuable feedback on their research, 
network with experts in the field of gifted 
education and showcase their 
research.  Additionally, Dr. Weber and fellow co-
authors received a 2016 Legacy Book Award 
nomination from the Texas Association for the 
Gifted & Talented (TAGT) for their book 
“Differentiated Instruction for Gifted Learners: A 

Case Studies Approach.” 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to current 
elementary education 
major, Claire Grange, 
who is a finalist for the 
Robert Austin Scholarship 
Fund which recognizes 
future leaders in diversity. 
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Dr. Soonhyang Kim, UNF’s TESOL Program Coordinator and Assistant Professor of TESOL, 
received the COEHS faculty support grant with her proposed research project, Incorporating 
Cultural Narratives in TESOL Education: Stories from Culturally, Linguistically Diverse (CLD) 
Teacher Educators. This research attempts to document personal and professional stories of CLD 
teacher educators and then examine its applicability into teacher training as an effective 
instructional strategy to positively influence teachers of CLD students. The central research 
question to accomplish this goal is: What can we learn from diverse teacher educators’ authentic, 
firsthand cultural narratives about educating pre-service teachers to work with CLD students? 
Narrative inquiry using in-depth interviews with 10 teacher educators will be conducted to 
document their stories, and then its usefulness will be analyzed using collaborative narrative 
inquiry.  
 
 

 
  
DEPARTMENT OF LEADERSHIP, SCHOOL COUNSELING AND SPORT MANAGEMENT 
 

Dr. LaDonna Morris presented 
at the National Association for 
Multicultural Education (NAME) 
conference in Cleveland on 
November 13. Her poster session 
titled, “Administrators of Color 
in Higher Education 
Administration: Where Are 
They?” was attended by her UNF 
Ed Leadership Doctoral Cohort 
10 colleague, Dr. Constance 
Goodman with the University of 
Central Florida, and their 

professor and NAME Founder, Dr. G. Pritchy Smith. 
 
 
In October, Drs. Jason Lee, Liz Gregg, and Andrea Buenano delivered presentations at the 
Sport Marketing Association Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana. The presentations were titled 
“Community Based Learning in Managerial Leadership in Sport” and “50 Years in the Making: A 
“Golden” Opportunity for University Brand Transformation.”  
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DEPARTMENT OF FOUNDATIONS AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 

Dr. Hope E. (Bess) Wilson also 
attended the National Association for 
Gifted Children (NAGC) conference in 
Orlando. Dr. Wilson is pictured second 
from the left at the graduate student 
research gala that Dr. Christine Weber 
chaired.  
 
Dr. Wilson was awarded for her service 
as the Arts Chair for the last 4 years, 
and looks forward to her new 
appointment as the chair-elect for the 
Research and Evaluation Network.  
 

 
Dr. Wilson also had the opportunity to present with 
UNF Student, Haiden Baier, in two sessions 
concerning the development and nurturing of talent 
among gifted LGBT students. She also presented on 
behalf of the Innovation Collaborative on recent 
research regarding effective practices in STEAM 
education and served on the Local Arrangements 
Committee, helping to plan the conference. 
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